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ABSTRACT 



A system allows a user to submit an ambiguous search query 
and to receive potentially disambiguated search results. In 
one implementation, a search engine's conventional alpha- 
numeric index is translated into a second index that is 
ambiguated in the same manner as which the user's input is 
ambiguated. The user's ambiguous search query is com- 
pared to this ambiguated index, and the corresponding 
documents are provided to the user as search results. 
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DOCUMENT- IDENTIFIER : US 6529903 B2 

TITLE: Methods and apparatus for using a modified index to provide search results 
in response to an ambiguous search query 

Brief Summary Text (5) : 

Most search engines operate under the assumption that the end user is entering 
search queries using something like a conventional keyboard, where the input of 
alphanumeric strings is not difficult. As small devices become more common, 
however, this assumption is not always valid. For example, users may query search 
engines using a wireless telephone that supports the WAP (Wireless Application 
Protocol ) standard. Devices such as wireless telephones typically have a data input 
interface wherein a particular action by the user (e.g., pressing a key) may 
correspond to more than one alphanumeric character. A detailed description of WAP 
architecture is available at http://wwwl.wapforum.org/tech/documents/SPEC-WAPArch- 
19980439.pdf ( " WAP 100 Wireless Application Protocol Architecture Specification"). 
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